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tion in Augustine's later years. However, we h?ive already seen the character of the work he was normally engaged upon, and it only remains to give a few illustrations of the exceptional occupations which reveal his person to us in so many different lights after the great conference of 418.
Immediately after the conference at which Augustine and his colleagues so courteously corrected the errors of the bishop of Rome, a second controversy arose, of less importance in itself, but so irritating as to destroy the last particle of an inclination to submit to the Roman pretensions. The majority of the bishops had returned to their sees, and Aurelius, Augustine, and fourteen other bishops, were dispatching the detailed business of the synod, when a fresh deputation from Rome appeared. Some time previously one of Augustine's bishop-pupils, Urbanus of Sicca, had deposed and excommunicated one of his clergy at that town for improper and scandalous conduct. This Apiarius had appealed to Rome ; and the bishop of Rome, ever ready to make precedents of interference in foreign provinces, had persuaded himself that the priest had been injured. He had, therefore, sent Faustinus, bishop of Potentina, with attvr ami itr!iliri.ltrlv ilrnrnl li.uiHi.tliuit, \v Augttfittiir w.i'. rrlut taiitly fiiu'ctl tu lr;tvr thvii tl.uututinii .1-. ;tn Wfk'ciiut* t'«}|it.rt[iu"iit'r tt! hi». virw% thr rfprai'ts(iu n(i*nli-Vtt tit rr Roman thculnj»i;uts ; :uul whilr-t C,»lviu tutlilr'.tjy hilniinatnl
